
Message from the President

Dear Graduate:

We at sam Houston state University are pleased and honored to share such 
a wonderful milestone with you today.  Your degree represents a significant 
accomplishment in your life, and i congratulate you on the attainment of this goal. 

When you first began your college career, i’m sure you had dreams of what you 
wanted to achieve.  Your degree is tangible evidence of your success in making those 
dreams reality, and we are happy to have been a part of your education.  We hope 
your association with us will continue, and as an alumnus you will feel the same 
pride for our university that you felt when you were here as a student. 

Your graduation is the beginning of a new and exciting journey into a world filled 
with glorious opportunities. i urge you to keep alive your love for your alma mater 
and always remember you are a part of sam Houston state University, a great name 
in texas education.

sincerely,

Dana L. Gibson
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Sam Houston State University Alma Mater

hail to sam houston,
school we love best,

mighty in battle,
true to the test.

Bearkats so loyal,
ever we’ll be.

orange and white will lead
Us to victory!

hail, alma mater
hats off to you,

ever you’ll find us
loyal and true;

firm and undaunted,
ever we’ll be,

here’s to the school we love
here’s a toast to thee.

(First verse by Allen R. Hightower III, sung at August 9, 2003 
commencement by composer: second verse, anonymous.)
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sam hoUston state University
CommenCement

summer 2012

Bernard G . Johnson Coliseum

Presiding
Jaimie Hebert, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

ProCessional

Pomp & Circumstance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SHSU Brass and Percussion Ensemble
Edward Elgar  Brian Gibbs, Conductor

Rebecca Grimes, Song Leader

The audience will stand for Posting of the Colors and remain standing respectfully until the 
ROTC Color Guard has exited the coliseum.

Posting of the Colors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SHSU ROTC Color Guard

The Star-Spangled Banner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rebecca Grimes, Song Leader
Text: Francis Scott Key; Music: John Stafford Smith

Introduction of the Speaker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dana L . Gibson
 President, Sam Houston State University

Commencement Address

Saturday, August 4, 2012  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ray A . Burgess
Attorney at Law

Alma Mater  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rebecca Grimes 
Anonymous/Allen R . Hightower

Conferring of Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dana L . Gibson

Remarks to the Graduates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Ellen Thornton
President, Alumni Board of Directors

Auld Lang Syne ...................................................Rebecca Grimes, Song Leader
Robert Burns

reCessional

Rondeau .................................................SHSU Brass and Percussion Ensemble
Jean-Joseph Mouret Brian Gibbs, Conductor

Audience seated for Processional and Recessional
As a courtesy, please refrain from using noise makers during the graduation ceremony.
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Saturday, August 4, 2012
Morning Ceremony

•	 College	of	Business	Administration,	College	of	
Criminal Justice, College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences .

•	 Dr.	Leroy	Ashorn	is	the	Mace	Bearer.
•	 Dr.	Donna	Desforges	will	introduce	the	

graduates .

Saturday, August 4, 2012
Afternoon Ceremony

•	 College	of	Education,	College	of	Fine	Arts	and	
Mass Communication, College of Sciences .

•	 Dr.	Sam	Sullivan	is	the	Mace	Bearer.
•	 Ms.	Penny	Hasekoester	will	introduce	the	

graduates .

saturday, august 4, 2012
Morning Ceremony

9:30 a .m .
College of Business Administration

College of Criminal Justice

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

The Platform Party enters first; the 
faculty enter in the following order:

A Member of
The Texas State University System

saturday, august 4, 2012
Afternoon Ceremony

2:30 p .m .
College of Education

College of Fine Arts and Mass 
Communication

College of Sciences
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ray a. BUrgess

Ray A . Burgess is an attorney with a successful 
civil litigation practice, which, in recent years, has 
transitioned into a thriving mediation practice .  Mr . 
Burgess is a member of the State Bar of Texas, the 
Defense Research Institute, the Houston Bar Association, 
the Montgomery County Bar Association, The 
Woodlands Bar Association, and a charter member of the 
American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) .

Outside of the office, Ray Burgess generously donates 
his time to a variety of local charitable, civic, and 
philanthropic organizations in Montgomery, Harris, and 
Walker Counties, volunteering his expert services as an 
auctioneer .  Through his efforts and dedication, and the 
generosity of donors, numerous organizations have been 
able to raise millions of dollars .  Mr . Burgess, an avid 
golfer, is also an active member of Willow Creek Golf 

Commencement Speaker

Club, where he has served as a Director and currently 
serves on the Board of Governors .  In addition, Mr . 
Burgess is active in The Woodlands United Methodist 
Church, serving on both the Administrative Board and 
the Prison Ministries . 

Ray Burgess graduated magna cum laude in 1975 
from Sam Houston State University (SHSU) with a 
Bachelor of Business Administration degree .  Arriving 
at Sam Houston State University in 1971, as a high-
school standout both academically and athletically from 
Arlington High School in Nebraska, Ray continued 
this path of excellence while at SHSU, winning the 
prestigious Gene Waldron award, a national award 
given yearly to a single junior athlete based upon 
athletic achievements and academic success .  Ray was 
also a four-year letterman in baseball, and his pitching 
accomplishments are still recognized in five categories of 
SHSU baseball records . After graduating from SHSU, 
Ray continued his intellectual pursuits, attending the 
University of Houston Law Center where he received, in 
1978, a Doctor of Jurisprudence .

As a Sam Houston State University alumnus and a 
former collegiate athlete, Ray Burgess remains a staunch 
supporter of SHSU athletics .  He has been President of 
the Kat Pack since 1997 and has organized fundraising 
activities for many of the athletic programs at SHSU .  
Mr . Burgess was inducted into the Sam Houston State 
Lettermen Association Bearkat Hall of Honor in 1999 
and was the recipient of the Sam Houston Service Award 
in 2003 .  Currently, Mr . Burgess serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Sam Houston State Alumni Association .  

Ray Burgess and LuAnn, his wife of 37 years, are the 
parents of one son, Reed Burgess .  They currently reside 
in The Woodlands, Texas .
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 Guidelines for Guests
Commencement is a significant and solemn event, the recognition of years of study . To make it more meaningful to all 
guests, participants are requested to avoid all unnecessary conversation and movement during the exercises . 

Only the official photographer is allowed on the floor by the stage . After the graduate has crossed, guests may take 
pictures in the holding area adjacent to the stage .

Candidates will cross the stage as listed in the program .

Audience is asked to remain seated for processional and recessional .

As a courtesy, please refrain from using noise makers during the graduation ceremony . 
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University Mace

The University Mace is symbolic of the authority of the Board of Regents, The Texas State University System, and the 
Office of the President of Sam Houston State University . The mace, used in academic convocations, is carried by the 
senior tenured faculty member of the University . The initial use of the University Mace at Sam Houston State University 
was on the occasion of the summer commencement on August 20, 1988 .

The walnut staff is bound in brass and has a hexagonal head with inlays of pecan denoting the state tree and recessed brass 
medallions cast with designs for General Sam Houston, Austin Hall, Old Main, Bearkats, and the completion date of the 
mace . The walnut holder base or stall is six-sided to match the mace head .

The crown of the mace is a circular casting bearing the name of the University and the date of establishment, 1879 . The 
center of the circle contains the state emblem, the lone star . Below the crown, the names of past University presidents 
and the dates of service are engraved on a brass collar .

The University Mace was designed and hand crafted by the late Charles R . Jedlicka, Associate Professor of Industrial 
Technology, who retired in 1989 . 
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Gonfalons
The gonfalon, a flag that hangs from a crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval republics of Italy as an ensign of 
state or office . Gonfalons have been adopted in many universities around the world as college or institutional insignias .

The six gonfalons displayed represent the six colleges of Sam Houston State University . The initial use of gonfalons at 
Sam Houston State University was on the occasion of the spring commencement on May 7, 1988 .

College of Business Administration

The globe represents the international economy and the development of international trade and exchange . 
The handshake represents the human commitment to teamwork, leadership, diversity, and ethical business 
practices . The bar and line graphs represent the financial markets and the use of data in the pursuit of quality, 
efficiency and effectiveness .

College of Criminal Justice

The seal of the College of Criminal Justice includes a scale encircled by an oak bough and an olive branch . The 
scale represents the spirit of the Latin proverb, Jus est ars boni et aequi, Justice the art of the good and fair . 
The oak bough with 16 leaves symbolizes strength while the olive branch with 20 leaves represents peace . The 
number of leaves recalls the year, 1620, when the pilgrims signed the Mayflower Compact, the first American 
political document, whose purpose was to preserve order by means of the principle of rule of law .

College of Education

The departments in the College of Education are represented by the open book and the lamp of knowledge, 
which embody the value of literacy and education . The sage green represents the Department of Health and 
Kinesiology . The yellow represents Library Science . The royal blue at the bottom represents the Ph .D . degree . 
The light blue at the top signifies the Ed .D . degree, and is the hood color for education in general .

College of Fine Arts and Mass Communication

The hands hold and present the flame of human creativity . The blue radiant circle represents the dissemination 
of creative endeavor to the world at large . In these images the important meaning-making functions of the Fine 
Arts — Visual Art, Music, Theatre and Dance — are merged with the many modes of communication that are 
studied and practiced in the field of mass communication .

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

The College of Humanities and Social Sciences’ gonfalon symbolizes that life is shaped by learning, 
communications, and the human social experience . The quill connotes the importance of creative endeavors 
to human existence while the ruler along the rooftops illustrates a concern with the scientific method . The 
arched lines represent communication and its wide-reaching effects, hovering over the home, which emphasizes 
the importance of human bonds and of the family’s formative role for the individual . Overlooking all of the 
other symbols are four face profiles representing the celebration of the diversity that strengthens each of the 
disciplines within the college .

College of Sciences

The three columns represent the concept of civilization based on a knowledge of the sciences, humanities, 
and arts . The purple triangles around the edge represent the disciplines taught in the College of Sciences . The 
stepped levels represent the bachelor and master’s degree programs offered by the College of Sciences .
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Hood trim colors on doctoral regalia 
indicate the following fields:

Maize — Agriculture

White — Arts, Letters, Humanities

Drab — Commerce, Accountancy, 
Business

Lilac — Dentistry

Copper — Economics

Light Blue — Education

Orange — Engineering

Brown — Fine Arts, including 
Architecture

Russet — Forestry

Crimson — Journalism

Purple — Law

Lemon — Library Science

Green — Medicine

Pink — Music

Apricot — Nursing

Sea Foam Green — Optometry

Silver Gray — Oratory (Speech)

Olive Green — Pharmacy

Blue — Philosophy

Sage Green — Physical Education

Peacock Blue — Public 
Administration and Foreign 
Service

Salmon Pink — Public Health

Golden Yellow — Science

Cream — Social Science

Citron — Social Work

Scarlet — Theology

Gray — Veterinary Science

this practice . The bachelor’s gown 
is simple, with long pointed sleeves . 
The master’s gown will have either 
long sleeves with narrow wrist 
opening or long sleeves with the 
hand emerging from the sleeve at 
about elbow length . The doctor’s 
gown is fullest in cut; it has velvet 
panels down the front and around 
the neck, as well as three bars of the 
same material on the bell-shaped 
sleeves .

The hood indicates the level of 
the degree, the faculty in which it 
was given and the institution that 
granted it . Degree level is indicated 
by length: the master’s hood is three 
and a half feet long and the doctor’s 
hood is four feet long . The velvet 
trim on the exposed edge of the 
hood is three inches wide for the 
master’s degree and five inches wide 
for the doctor’s degree . The color of 
the trim indicates the field of study . 
A color, or color pattern, between 
the trim indicates the university 
granting the degree .

The academic costume worn at 
official functions today originated 
in the universities of the Middle 
Ages, when a warm gown and hood 
were useful for scholar and cleric 
in unheated buildings . By modern 
times, the growth in the number of 
universities caused a great deal of 
confusion in academic regalia and 
in 1894-95, a commission brought 
some order into the chaos . The 
American Council on Education 
subsequently effected more 
improvements in 1959-60 .

The mortarboard cap, which 
generally prevails in the United 
States, originated at Oxford . 
Cambridge, European universities, 
and some Latin American 
universities use other types of caps, 
which are of course legitimate 
for wear in any American 
processional when the individual 
holds his degree from one of these 
institutions .

Gowns are generally black, although 
some few universities depart from 

Academic Regalia
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 Baccalaureate Graduation with Special Recognition
Special recognition at graduation is provided to undergraduate students who compile outstanding academic records . Those graduates 
who have achieved undergraduate academic excellence at Sam Houston State University receive a gold cord at graduation to reflect 
this achievement plus an appropriate notation on their academic transcript . The gold cord indicates one of the following academic 
achievements: Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, Cum Laude, With Academic Distinction, Alpha Chi, and Honors 
Program . (See NOTE below .)

Degrees conferred Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, and Summa Cum Laude reflect an outstanding Sam Houston State University 
grade point average with a minimum of thirty-two semester hours earned in residence (resident classroom instruction) . The 
distinction and corresponding grade point averages are: Cum Laude — 3 .50 to 3 .66; Magna Cum Laude — 3 .67 to 3 .85; Summa 
Cum Laude — 3 .86 to 4 .00 .

The Department Academic Distinction Program is an individualized learning experience available to outstanding students at Sam 
Houston State University . 
An Academic Distinction Program project provides qualified students with a comprehensive introduction to meaningful research 
under the guidance of a designated faculty advisor .

Alpha Chi, a national honor society organized to recognize and promote scholastic excellence, is open to all University seniors who 
accepted membership and have achieved a 3 .6 or higher grade point average on all college-level course work .

Participation in the Honors College at Sam Houston State University is based on a competitive selection process and provides 
outstanding academic opportunities and distinct undergraduate college experiences . Upon successful completion of the 
requirements of the Honors College — twenty-four semester hours of Honors courses and two special seminars — the student’s 
academic transcript will indicate graduation “With Honors” and the student may wear an Honors medallion with academic regalia . 
To be designated as having graduated “With Highest Honors” the student must also successfully complete a special senior project 
involving original research and/or an effort of creative expression .

NOTE:  Semester credit hours earned in correspondence courses are not considered “resident classroom instruction” hours and are not used 
in determining the minimum semester credit hour requirement for academic honors: Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, Summa Cum 
Laude, Dean’s List, and President’s Honor Roll. However, the semester credit hours and grade points earned for correspondence courses are 
included in the calculation of the overall grade point average.

Veterans and Military Members
Sam Houston State University is proud to recognize its graduating Veterans and military members with a red, white, and blue 
regalia cord . The cord colors replicate those of our nation’s flag to denote the valor, excellence, and sacrifice these individuals have 
exemplified in their service to the United States Armed Forces . On behalf of the entire Sam Houston State University community, 
President Dana Gibson and the SHSU Administrative Officers extend their deepest gratitude and congratulations to these 
distinguished graduates .

First Faculty and Student Body of Sam Houston in 1880.
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Honors Graduates

Jonathon Morse Allison 3

Emily Morgan Bailey 1

Michael Lawrence Buse 1

Lauren Marie Casey 1

Andrew L . Cooke 1

Valerie Cross-Maduzia 1

Veronica Ann Cuervo 1

April Marie Divin 1

Ethan Ward Doig 3

Kirsten Marie Dorsey 2

Raven Yvonne Garcia 2

Heather N . Gary 3

Margarito Gonzales 2

Jacob Page Jones 2

Joshua D . Keough 1

Kayla Lee Krenek 2

Kirstyn Layne Kuzniar 2

Jamye Linn Lewis 1

Garrett Thomas Line 2

Mary Elizabeth Moore 2

Erika Danielle Myers 2

Justine Renee Nixon 3, 4

Nkenna Karen Odom 5

Kimberly Lynn Omura 3

Ana Balderas Palacios 2

Christopher Brian Porter 1

Mark Hugh Reeves 2

Kelley A . Robbins 1

Jaquita Aerial Ronell 1

Jenna E . Rothamel 1

Jawanna Morgan Sanderson 1

Dorothy Kathryn Sears 2

Julia Kate Starnes 2

Sara Ann Thompson 1

Tiffany Lasha Turner 1

Clayton Edwin Weeks 2

Shelly M . Williams 1

Carlos Anthony Yensi Jr . 2

numerals denote academic honors as of the 4th Class day of summer 2012.
1, 2, 3 = Cum laude, magna Cum laude, summa Cum laude
4, 5 = with honors/honors College, with highest honors/honors College
6 = with academic distinction in an academic discipline.
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Reflections of Sam Houston
Although Texas escaped much of 
the destruction wreaked on the 
rest of the Confederacy during the 
Civil War, its public school system 
remained badly underdeveloped, 
and education reformers expressed 
anxiety about illiteracy rates among 
former slaves as well as among poor 
whites . In 1878-1879, with the 
political tumult of Reconstruction 
subsiding, a representative of the 
Peabody Education Fund visited 
Texas hoping to convince the state 
legislature to establish a public 
institution to train school teachers . 
George Peabody, a wealthy cotton 
broker and banker, had endowed 
the philanthropy with money 
and a mission to “encourage the 
intellectual, moral, and industrial 
education of the destitute children 
of the Southern States .” The 
fund offered to help subsidize a 
state-controlled teacher training 
institution, and in 1879, the state 
legislature acted upon the suggestion, 
establishing in Walker County the 
Sam Houston Normal Institute, 
named after Sam Houston, the hero 
of the Battle of San Jacinto and first 
president of the Republic of Texas, 
who had called Huntsville his home . 
The institute moved into buildings 
abandoned by Austin College, which 
had relocated to Sherman, Texas, 
three years earlier .

The state legislature offered free 
tuition, laundry, room, and 
board to select students willing to 
become public school teachers after 
graduation . They promised to teach 
one year for each year of assistance 
received . Under the direction of 
Principal Bernard Mellon, who 
reported to the state board of 
education, the Sam Houston Normal 
Institute opened on October 10, 
1879, with a curriculum composed 
of professional and pedagogy courses . 

Students were admitted on the basis 
of competitive examinations and 
hailed from each senatorial district in 
the state . The first commencement 
of May 1880 included thirty-seven 
graduates followed by fifty-five 
graduates in 1881 . Enrollment 
continued to increase steadily and 
in 1923 reached a total of 1,089 
students taught by fifty-six faculty 
members .

Consistent with educational values 
emerging in the United States 
during the Progressive Era, the Sam 
Houston curriculum expanded in 
1909 beyond teacher education to 
include home economics, industrial 
training, and vocational agriculture . 
In 1911, the state legislature 
established a board of regents to 
govern the Sam Houston Normal 
Institute and authorized a four-year 
curriculum leading to a Bachelor of 
Arts degree . The first B .A . degree 
was conferred in 1919 . Taking into 
account the more diverse curriculum 
and broader role and scope, the 

board of regents in 1923 christened 
the institution Sam Houston State 
Teacher’s College, although at the 
time none of the faculty had earned 
the Ph .D . degree . During the next 
five years, President H . F . Estill hired 
four new faculty members with 
doctoral degrees .

In 1935, Sam Houston further 
transcended its teacher training 
mission . The board of regents had 
authorized bachelor’s degrees in 
business administration, and the first 
graduates received diplomas in the 
spring of 1937 . The bicentennial of 
Texas independence in 1936 had 
also occasioned establishment of the 
Sam Houston Memorial Museum 
as an affiliate of Sam Houston 
State Teacher’s College, and the 
board of regents had authorized a 
graduate program, which produced 
three Master of Arts degrees in 
1937 . Sam Houston’s president, 
Charles N . Shaver, then decided 
that the curriculum also needed 
to be expanded to accommodate 

Sam Houston Normal Institute is established . 1879 

Old Main building in 1895.
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the needs of students interested in 
pursuing postgraduate training in 
law, dentistry, and medicine, and 
in 1938-1939, he added advanced 
undergraduate courses in biology, 
chemistry, physics, English, 
government, and history . In the fall 
of 1938, Sam Houston enrolled 
1,112 students .

Enrollment took a hit in 1942, 
however, when World War II drew so 
many young men and women into 
the military and defense industries . 
In the fall semester of 1942, less than 
a year after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor, total student enrollment 
at Sam Houston had plunged to 
786 students . Following the war’s 
conclusion Congress passed the G .I . 
Bill in 1946, making it financially 
easier for veterans to enroll in college . 
As a result student numbers climbed 
and Sam Houston enrolled more 
than 1,100 students that year . 

Worried about housing so many new 
students, Sam Houston acquired 
837 acres of land formerly used as a 
prisoner-of-war camp for German 
POWs . “Country Campus,” as it 
became known, was located about 
ten miles north of Huntsville 
on Highway 19 . Two years later, 
enrollment reached 2,410 students, 
of whom more than 1,000 were 
veterans . The faculty consisted of 
fifty men and women .

In 1950, Harmon Lowman, who had 
been Sam Houston’s president since 
1946, negotiated a deal to acquire 
a used, 1,075-ton refrigeration 
system . Installation of the unit 
and construction of the duct work 
necessary to make it operational 
consumed several years, but the 
project’s completion rendered Sam 
Houston the first and only fully air-
conditioned college in the United 
States . Summer school enrollment 
immediately increased, however, the 
outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 
slowed enrollment once again, and 

in 1952, Sam Houston began to 
sponsor a Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (ROTC) unit . Because 
ROTC was mandatory, more than 
half of all male students were active 
in the program, which helped set 
the tone for campus social life . 
The broadening of Sam Houston’s 
mission also produced changes in 
the profile of college graduates . In 
1960, more than one quarter of Sam 
Houston students majored in fields 
other than teacher education .

In 1964-1965, Sam Houston State 
Teacher’s College experienced three 
changes that would significantly 
reshape its future reputation . 
President Arleigh Templeton, who 
had succeeded Harmon Lowman 
in 1964, added research to faculty 
responsibilities; 259 people now 
had the charge to teaching and 
to produce new knowledge . 
Additionally, in response to the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, Sam Houston 
ended its eighty-three year-old 
policy of denying admission to 
African Americans . John Patrick, 
valedictorian of Huntsville’s Sam 
Houston High School, subsequently 
matriculated as Sam Houston’s 
first African-American student . 
Furthermore, the state legislature 
established on campus the Institute 
of Contemporary Corrections and 
Behavioral Sciences, whose criminal 
justice program was destined to 
generate national recognition . 
Enrollment in 1964 reached 5,738 
students, and Sam Houston no 
longer served the monolithic mission 
of teacher education . Because the 
college offered nine degrees in 
twenty-seven subject areas, including 
four graduate degrees, the legislature 
designated it Sam Houston State 
College . In 1969, when enrollment 
reached 8,594, with 350 faculty 
members, the state legislature acted 
again, and Sam Houston State 
College became Sam Houston State 
University .

During the next four decades, under 
the leadership of Presidents Elliot 
T . Bowers, Martin J . Anisman, 
Bobby K . Marks, and James F . 
Gaertner, Sam Houston State 
University continued to grow — in 
size, mission, and reputation . By 
the fall of 2010, when Dr . Dana 
Gibson inherited the mantle of the 
president’s office, the university 
offered to its 17,200 plus students a 
total of seventy-nine undergraduate 
degree programs, fifty-four master’s 
degree programs, and doctoral 
programs in Criminal Justice, 
Educational Leadership, Counselor 
Education, Clinical Psychology, and 
Reading . The university had become, 
in the words of CBS News anchor 
Dan Rather, its most well-known 
alumnus, a gem in Texas higher 
education .

“For all the changes, for all the 
expansion of infrastructure, mission, 
and educational ambition,” Rather 
said, “people have been Sam 
Houston’s constant . The names and 
faces change, but the spirit they have 
brought to and taken away from 
Huntsville, Texas remains the same . 
People are Sam Houston’s strength, 
and so long as that is true, the college 
I knew and that today’s students 
know will be, in the ways that matter 
most, one and the same .” 

1890
Construction of Old Main is completed .

1919 Student Army Training Corp.

1891
Henry C . Pritchett becomes the first head of Sam Houston to hold the title “President .”
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1902 
Sam becomes the first higher education institution in Texas to have a library building .

Master Degree Candidates
Julie Darlene Adams, MBA

Charles Adam Bates, MBA

Marcia Kay Baulch, MBA

Bernadette Renee Bradford, MBA

LaToya Monique Bradley, MBA

Heather Ann Branham, MS

James Clayton Buccieri, MBA

Sean Patrick Carpenter, MBA

Jerrod Keith Celestine, MBA

Matthew Dean Chastine, MBA

Katherine Renee Connell, MBA

Ashley Carol Draves, MS

Steven Michael Flores, MBA

Samuel James Fulton, MBA

Jose Alberto Gallegos III, MS

College of
BUsiness administration
Dr. Mitchell J. Muehsam, Dean

  Congratulations . The faculty and staff of the College of Business Administration 
are proud of you and are pleased to welcome you to our family of Bearkat alumni . 
We are confident that the knowledge and skill sets you have acquired will serve you 
well in your future endeavors . Just as important, the personal traits that contributed 
to your success at Sam Houston State University will continue to play a prominent 
role in your life . Your ability to learn, your work ethic, your willingness to be a 
productive member of a team, your acceptance of constructive criticism, and your 
communication and interpersonal skills will serve as a solid foundation for a successful 
career .
  Today’s commencement marks the end of one journey and the beginning of 
another . As you pursue your professional dreams, please remember to seek a balance in 
your life and pursue excellence . The pursuit of excellence will provide you with many 
opportunities to position yourself to help your family, friends, and society as well as 
gain financial independence . 
  Sam Houston is a great name in education and we are proud that you have 
joined the thousands of quality graduates who are now fulfilling their dreams . Please 
stay in contact with us and the many friends you have made during your time at 
SHSU . The faculty and staff of the College of Business Administration congratulate 
you on this significant milestone .

Dr . Mitchell J . Muehsam, Dean

 
 

Traci Irene George, MS

James William Gillett, MBA

Brittany Boyd Grant, MS

Geoffrey Joseph Green, MBA

Lee Hutson Grumbles, MBA

Karen Kotara Harriss, MBA

Robert Monroe Hodges, MBA

Cynthia Annette Hoffzimmer, MS

Thomas Jermaine Iles, MBA

Ariana Bliss Jaff, MS

Lisandro Jimenez, MBA

Jonathan Ray Kelley, MS

Sara Ester Lujan, MBA

Brooke Trene Mason, MBA

Jerry Clinton Mayrant, MS

Jude Robert McNamara lll, MBA

Matthew Douglas Melvin, MBA

Ana Patricia Muniz, MBA

Liliana Astrid Naranjo, MBA

Anthony Joseph Nettuno, MBA

Seth Colton Newsome, MBA

Cameron Dennis O’Connell, MBA

Craig Anderson Owens, MBA

William C . Phillips, MS

Mark Justin Riggins, MBA

Trey Benjamin Rogers, MBA

Heather Deann Ross, MBA

Marisol Amanda Saenz, MS

Andrei Alessandro Sardo, MBA

Gurpreet Singh, MBA

Edward C . Smien, MBA

Carrie MeLee Standlee, MBA
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1911 

First Sam Houston football team is formed .
1913 
The Houstonian school newspaper is first published on campus .

Jessenia Corona Tavares, MS

Abigail Joan Thompson, MBA

Lauren Elizabeth Weber, MBA

Wesley Gary Williams, MBA

Brian Everett Wilson, MBA

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Auristela Adams, BBA

Hunter West Adams, BBA

Jonathon Morse Allison, BBA

David Antonio Alvarado, BBA

Claire M . Amos, BBA

Sade N . Anders, BBA

Andrew P . Arway Jr ., BBA

Byron J . Barnett, BBA

Michaeline Marie Basurto, BBA

Katherine Elizabeth Beeman, BBA

Christina Thi Belk, BBA

Annette Marie Bellerud, BBA

Bryce Cameron Bicknell, BBA

Clay Charles Bittner, BBA

Jake Lafayette Brown, BBA

Jared Leslie Bruce, BBA

Brandi Carolyn Burkett, BBA

Anthony Scott Buttitta, BBA

Laura Alexis Buzzini, BBA

Zachary Daniel Carr, BBA

Danielle Christine Castelloe, BBA

Benjamin Tomas Castro, BBA

Jared Craig Clark, BBA

Russell Bernard Clemmons, BBA

Kara Kay Clemow, BBA

Courtney Lynn Cobb, BBA

Clayton Richard Collins, BBA

David Bradford Colsman, BBA

Amber Marie Cook, BBA

Dominic Anthony Coutee, BBA

Amy Pace Cox, BBA

Thomas Drury Cregar, BBA

Christopher David Crockett, BBA

Takeisha Renee Cross, BBA

Curtis G . Damiani, BBA

Heather Leigh Delso, BBA

John C . Deluna, BBA

Bryan Lee Diettrich, BBA

Katie Michelle Driskell, BBA

Timothy Darnell Dupree, BBA

Artis James Edwards Jr ., BBA

Obumneke Chukwubuikem Egbuna, BBA

Andrew James Eubanks, BBA

Douglas Lewis Everett, BBA

Savannah Lynn Fabian, BBA

Kristopher Henry William French, BBA

Joshua Timothy Frohm Sr ., BBA

Kyle Daniel Funk, BBA

Ana Isabel Garcia, BBA

Edgar Elias Garza, BBA

Timoteo Garza, BBA

Taylor Scott Gaskamp, BBA

William D . Gathright ll, BBA

Victor Isai Gonzalez, BBA

Armani Shawndre Greer, BBA

Jonathan Michael Guillotte, BBA

Alexander Ross Hamilton, BBA

Katherine Lindsey Hardy, BBA

Matthew McCue Hollaway, BBA

Heather N . Holloman, BBA

Heather Kristine Holloway, BBA

Diane Michelle Howell, BBA

William Jared Hudgens, BBA

Jordyn Renee Hulbert, BBA

Bradley Nicholas Hurst, BBA

Matthew Dale Ison, BBA

Ayanna Marie Jackson, BBA

Jessica L . Jackson, BBA

Michael Jason Jacobson, BBA

Kelinda Lee Jones, BBA

Jamison Holmes Jordan, BBA

Trena-Chelle Renee Karl, BBA

Nicole LeAnn Kelley, BBA

Travis Sherome Kidd, BBA

Rebecca Ann Krob, BBA

Brittany Kay Krupowicz, BBA

Joseph Vo-Duc Le, BBA

Lance Patrick Leblanc, BBA

Zachary T . Lee, BBA

April H . Lewer, BBA

Jamye Linn Lewis, BBA

Elia Elizabeth Llanas, BBA

Kendra L . Love, BBA

James Anthony Luna, BBA

Stephanie Marie Mashburn, BBA

Rachael Katherine Mathis, BBA

Corey Joseph McLean, BBA

Elky Ashley Mendoza, BBA

Adrienne N . Miles, BBA

Ashley Shauntel Mitchell, BBA

Mary Elizabeth Moore, BBA

Ashley Bre’Anna Morgan, BBA

Daniel Leon Morris, BBA

Fernando J . Noriega, BBA

Tyneshia Nicole Nunn, BBA

Kimberly Lynn Omura, BBA

Wesley O . Onwukwe, BBA

Jessica A . Parker, BBA

Ryan Keith Parker, BBA

Michael Asa Parks, BBA

Seth Michael Patterson, BBA

Curtis J . Patterson Jr ., BBA

Michael Thomas Perschke, BBA

Taylor William Pittman, BBA

College of Business Administration
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1918 

First Student Army Training Corp formed .
1919 
SHSU begins awarding bachelor’s degrees .

Brittany Cherrell Rigmaiden, BBA

Shayan Rizvi, BBA

Alicia Castillo Rodriguez, BBA

Brianna Janette Rossignol, BBA

Maribel Salgado, BBA

Jawanna Morgan Sanderson, BBA

Michael Alexander Schofield, BBA

Heidi Lynne Schulz, BBA

Jonathan David Sevilla, BBA

Simrat Singh, BBA

Cambi Ann Sisson, BBA

Tony Naji Sleiman, BBA

Julia Kate Starnes, BBA

Jameson Thomas Stelly, BBA

Ashleigh Lynn Stringer, BBA

Paul Wayne Thomas, BBA

Meghan Danielle Thompson, BBA

DaRon Coleman Thornton, BBA

Jesse Torres, BBA

Melissa A . Torres, BBA

Philip David Tyler Jr ., BBA

Taylor Ross Ustynik, BBA

Nicholas James Viscardi, BBA

Cody Michot Kirk Wall, BBA

Kasey Joe Wall, BBA

Amanda Kay Walters, BBA

Tyler Clayton Webster, BBA

Ashley Alethia White, BBA

Cierra Monique White, BBA

Roger Keith Winckler, BBA

Desirée Ann Wing, BBA

Xue Meng Zhang, BBA

College of Business Administration

The Peabody Memorial Library (current day) was the first library built at a Texas higher education 
institution.
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1923 
Name changes to Sam Houston Teachers College .

Master Degree Candidates
Michael Anthony Benford, MS

Esther E . Boyd, MA

Bronia Cantu Brown, MS

Dwendol Vashon Bryant, MS

Justin W . Buck, MS

Jeffrey David Capps, MS

Jina Marie Carmona, MS

Nathan Michael Carroll, MS

Marie Elizabeth Clark, MS

Chad Wayne Cryer, MS

Aaron D . Dobbins, MA

Abelino Bernardo Farias III, MS

Alejandro Amilcar Ferrer Diaz, MA

College of
Criminal JUstiCe
Dr. Vincent J. Webb, Dean

  Congratulations . Today is a day you will always remember . I salute you and 
recognize you for your efforts that led to achieving this important milestone . 
  You have been born into an age of extraordinary possibilities, and you hold the 
key to a bright future with the use of your many talents and capabilities . This is not 
to say that your lives will always be easy — even the most successful people struggle 
at times . Please take comfort in the fact that professionally there is no single path to 
success, but there are many paths and I am confident that you will find the one that 
serves you best .
  Whatever career path you choose or wherever your career leads you I hope you 
will always seek to gain knowledge, for as the “old adage” says — knowledge is power . 
And, to quote Benjamin Franklin, “An investment in knowledge always pays the best 
interest .” 
  I also want to thank your parents, friends, relatives, and loved ones who have 
been there for you as you have worked toward this achievement . 
  As you transition into the next phase of your life, I wish you happiness and 
success in all your future endeavors . I hope the College of Criminal Justice remains an 
important part of your lives . 

Dr . Vincent J . Webb, Dean

D octor of P hilosophy
michael r. Cavanaugh 
Dissertation Title: The “Worst of Both Worlds:” Increased Law Enforcement Presence, Reasonable 
Suspicion, and Searches of Students in Public Schools
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Michael S . Vaughn

abdullah Cihan
Dissertation Title: The Effects of Community Characteristics on Police Response Time to Crime: 
A Multilevel Analysis
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Larry T . Hoover

youngoh Jo 
Dissertation Title: The Development of Self-Control: Source and Stability of Self-Control 
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Todd A . Armstrong

Joongyeup lee 
Dissertation Title: Examining Labeling Theory of Deviance: Integrative Modeling for 
Appropriate Validation” 
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Scott W . Menard

Brenda inman rowe 
Dissertation Title: Police-Prosecutor Interaction Styles in Texas, as Perceived by Police Chiefs
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Larry T . Hoover

ling Wu 
Dissertation Title: Space-Time Interaction between Repeat/Near-Repeat Shootings and Police 
Firearm Arrests in Houston, Texas
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . William Wells

Many SHSU graduates decorate their caps 
with messages to family and friends.
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1928

Construction of the Estill Library is completed .

Craig Macdonald Furrow, MS

David Garcia, MS

Candace Raenee Garza, MA

Vanessa Yvette Garza, MS

William Herring Gibson Jr ., MS

Kenna C . Glover, MS

Craig Stephen Goralski, MS

Jeromy Scott Howze, MS

Kevin Todd Johnson, MS

Wayne Jory, MS

Dennis Patrick Kelley, MS

Darla Renee King, MS

Shelley LaDaine Knight, MS

Lindsey M . Krumpholz, MS

Kenny Li Jr ., MS

James Russell Lovel, MS

Omar Morales, MS

John Wesley Nanny, MS

Dallas Diane Norman, MS

Brandy Burkhalter Norris, MS

Davina C . Orieukwu, MS

Shawn Patrick Parks, MS

Daniel Wade Pennington, MS

Ashley Dale Butts, BS

Naomi Rebecca Campbell-Duncan, BS

Hannah Caniff, BA

Lauren Marie Casey, BA

Erika K . Castellanos, BA

Cinthia Hayme Castillo, BA

Christopher Stafford Chesnut, BS

Jacob Lee Cluck, BS

Kaileb Wayne Cummins, BS

Michelle Kim Dang, BS

Louis DeLaCruz lV, BA

Juan Carlos Doblado, BA

Alexaundra Lureen Duncan, BA

Stephanie Nicole Emmott, BS

Yvette Sonya Escobar, BS

Matilde Falcon, BA

Mitchell Everett Francis, BA

Mark Anthony Garcia, BA

Amber Michelle Gardner, BS

Marcela Garza, BA

Caitlyn Gibbs, BS

Justin Alexander Gilbreath, BS

Margarito Gonzales, BA

Miguel Angel Gonzalez, BA

Darnell Joseph Guidry, BS

Angela Marie Gurske, BS

Lizbeth Guzman, BA

Robert Morris Hansen, BS

Kreg James Hollywood, BS

Shawn Craig Holmes, BS

Melissa Beth Hornisher, BS

Brandon James Hughes, BS

Jessica Dawn Iannarone, BA

Michelle Hallie Jay, BS

Nicholas Laurids Jensen, BS

Brittany Nicole Johnson, BA

William Reed Jones, BS

Guillermo Perez, MS

Samuel John Phillips, MS

Edward Clifton Price, MS

Holly Michelle Rasmussen, MS

Susanne Marie Reaves, MS

Douglas Michael Reim, MS

Garrett McKinney Samples, MS

Aubrey Denee’ Saylor, MS

Michael Steven Schultz, MS

Sean Joseph Simon, MS

Aaron Neil Slater, MS

Paul Bradley Smithers, MS

Caitlin Elizabeth Strohbehn, MS

Ronmel Geraldo Urbina, MS

Ricardo Tolentino Velasco, MA

Brian Carruth Ward, MS

Rocky G . Watkins, MS

Ray Jay Yepes, MS

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Kaleigh Christine Abshire, BA

Abdul Lateef Ajala, BS

Kacie Dorene Allen, BS

Paula Jane Alvers, BS

Taylor Brooks Andress, BS

Margaret Fulton Autrey, BS

Abiola A . Awofeso, BS

Frank Balleza, BA

Sarah Marie Barela, BA

DeVion Donte Barlow, BS

Sergio Estrada Barraza, BA

Oscar Steve Beltran, BS

Joanna Blanco, BS

Ross Owen Brenner, BS

Kathleen Briones, BS

James Layton Brown, BS

Jonathan David Bullion, BS

College of Criminal Justice

Sam Houston State University is known 
for a diverse student body and friendly 
atmosphere.
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1936 

Graduate programs are offered for the first time .
1937 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, speaks on campus .

College of Criminal Justice

Ryann Kaianui Kaaa, BA

Timothy Edward Kennedy, BA

Christopher Quoc Kha, BS

Richard Keith Kirsch, BS

Kyle Randall Konieczny, BA

Chad D’Andray Lane, BA

Steven James Laughlin, BS

Glynn Joseph Lindsey, BS

Amanda Michelle Louis, BA

Paige Jennifer McCabe, BS

Arturo Merino, BS

Claude Landr Mayap Mfoghom, BS

Christon Donnell Montgomery, BS

Erika Elizabeth Montiel, BA

Samantha Michelle Moore, BS

Amanda Moreno, BS

Christopher Alan Moreno, BS

Laura Helen Morrison, BS

Alex Puente Muniz, BA

Erika Danielle Myers, BS

Taylor Renee Newman, BA

Dustin Joe Thomas Nieto, BS

Victoria Ortega, BA

Ana Balderas Palacios, BA

Max Armando Parra, BA

Nicholas Issac Perez, BS

Yaquelin Perez, BS

Zachary Kenneth Phillips, BS

Sydney Alexis Porritt, BA

Raynaldo Rodriquez ll, BA

Jaquita Aerial Ronell, BA

Brittani Lasha Sanders, BS

Kendra Rochelle Sanders, BS

Matthew James Schippers, BA

Misty Lynn Schlitzkus, BS

Marco Sotero Segura, BA

Marissa Daniella Singh, BA

Julie R . Slawson, BA

Bianca T . Smith, BS

Charles Bryant Stanley, BS

Simone Chanique Steptoe, BS

Elliot Thomas Teague, BS

Kayla Michelle Tomlin, BS

Ryan Shane Tribble, BA

Lauren Michelle Vaught, BS

Rebecca Vega, BA

Hilary Bianca Villa, BA

Rich Ray Ward, BA

Krystal Dawn Watkins, BA

Clayton Edwin Weeks, BS

Dominique Jiara Cathleen Williams, BS

Samuel Adam Williams, BS

Terri Lyn Williams, BS

Dylan Christopher Wood, BA

Adam Patrick Wright, BS

Jason Selby Young, BS

In 1937, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt addressed the student body. 
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1942
Dr . Harmon L . Lowman is named president of Sam Houston .

U.S. News & World Report says Sam is: 
“Growing Fast, Staying Friendly” 

College of
edUCation
Dr. Genevieve H. Brown, Dean
  The administration, faculty, and staff of the College of Education share in your joy 
and pride at the completion of your bachelors, masters, or doctoral degree . We recognize 
that the accomplishment of this milestone required commitment and discipline and 
that, in most cases, not only you, but also your family, have made great sacrifices along 
the way . Congratulations on a job well done, and thank you for allowing us to be a part 
of your success .
  We commend you on choosing a helping profession . “Responding to the needs 
of others” is a core value of the College of Education and one that is representative of 
the career you have chosen . The countless hours you spent in volunteer community 
outreach efforts and service during your time at SHSU are a testament to your commitment to that core value . We sincerely hope 
this commitment continues to characterize your life, as well as your profession . 
  John Adams, the second president of the United States, pointed out that “There are two types of education . One should teach 
us how to make a living . The other should teach us how to live .” We in the College of Education have endeavored to ensure that 
you have not only the skills necessary for success in making a living, but also that you are prepared to live well and to have a positive 
impact on those around you as well as on your community . Your integrity, compassion, and willingness to serve others are certain to 
enhance your career and your life . Again, congratulations and best wishes in your future endeavors .

Dr . Genevieve H . Brown, Dean

D octor of Education
madeline Burillo
Dissertation Title: Marketable Skills Achievement Awards Certificate Completer Trends by 
Ethnicity and Gender at Texas Community Colleges 
Dissertation Committee Co-Chair: Drs . Julie Combs and John R . Slate 

david m. Clark
Dissertation Title: A Comparative Analysis of Grade Span Configurations and Academic 
Achievement Among 6-8 and K-8 Public Schools in Texas 
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . John R . Slate

mary maureen Cullen
Dissertation Title: Student Achievement, District Wealth, District Size, and Instructional 
Expenditures: A Texas Statewide Study
Dissertation Committee Co-Chair: Drs . Barbara Polnick and Rebecca Robles-Piña

Kimberly ann foreman-sinclair
Dissertation Title: Kindergarten Through Second-Grade Teachers’ Knowledge and Beliefs about 
Dyslexia Assessment and Retention
Dissertation Committee Co-Chairs: Drs . Debra P . Price and Joan A . Williams 

susan l. hersperger
Dissertation Title: Career and Technical Education: The Impact of Program Investment on 
Accountability Ratings 
Dissertation Committee Co-Chairs: Drs . Stacey L . Edmonson and John R . Slate

Bevan m. Koch
Dissertation Title: A Comparison of Advanced Placement Scores for Hispanic Students From 
California, Texas, and Arizona
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . John R . Slate
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1950

Sam Houston becomes America’s first fully air-conditioned college .

College of Education

Master Degree Candidates
Shara Beth Aston Schlitzberger, MED

Veronica Castillo Baca, MLS

Krista Danielle Baker, MA

Michelle Lynn Baker, MA

Jaime Barrera, MLS

Kandace McKinney Blowey, MED

John Louis Bolch, MA

Dorinda Doree Boysen, MLS

Gracie Beatrice Brown, MED

Cody Daniel Busa, MED

Deadrine Annette Busby-Smith, MED

Jamie Leigh Caddell, MLS

Nitza Yvette Campos, MLS

Patrick Lawrence Cardenas, MA

Leslie Ann Carr, MED

April Ramirez Carrasquero, MED

Robyn Lynette Carrier, MED

Ramona D . Carter, MLS

Linda Kay Celaya, MLS

Najentel Denette Chaisson, MLS

Lauren D’Ann Hill Christenson, MLS

John Thomas Cimics, MLS

Jaime L . Cole, MLS

Micaella Mona’ Collier, MA

Amanda Lynn Cone, MLS

Michael Francis Connell, MLS

Amy Marie Corbitt, MED

Kyle R . Curtsinger, MED

Emily Elizabeth Ewing Darnell, MED

Michelle Denise Davenport, MED

Stephanie Allison Davenport, MLS

Kacy Beth Davis, MED

Marcos Jaime De La Garza, MLS

Angela De Leon, MLS

Deana C . Deere, MLS

Douglas Michael Dehn, MED

Jeanetta Marie Denman, MED

Beatriz Adriana Duarte, MED

Tieler Christian Ellis, MA

Elena Samantha Espinoza, MLS

Mary Louise Florian, MED

Shawna Lynn Ford, MLS

Crissie Nikoel Fowler, MED

Carol Jeanine Frazier, MED

Gloria Ann Gamez, MED

Ilsa Migdhe Garcia, MED

Alejandra Garza, MLS

Courtney Loper George, MLS

Mark Joseph Gherardi, MA

Amanda Sue Gillum, MED

Katherine Elizabeth Gomez, MED

Vanessa Joyce Green, MLS

Rena Gayle Greger, MA

Michele Hagood, MLS

Kristine Anne Hall, MLS

Wesley Jerome Harness, MED

Eboni Harris, MA

Laura Kathryn Harris, MED

William Charles Henry Jr ., MA

Ashley Kay Hill, MLS

Karen Lee Hill, MED

Dolores Ann Hofbauer, MLS

Tracy Janine Hora, MLS

LaShondra Decarr Jackson, MED

Carmen C . Janecek, MLS

Henry Joe Jordan lll, MA

Christina Marie Jowell, MED

Jessica Keelan, MED

Kathryn Grace Kuczaj, MED

Debora J . Kyler, MLS

Tyra R . Landry, MED

Leslie Rae Lazaro, MLS

Nikki Lyn Leaverton, MA

Laura Rashell Leps, MED

Benjamin s. Petty
Dissertation Title: Low Income African American Parental Involvement in Intermediate Schools: 
Perceptions, Practices, and Influences 
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Mack T . Hines

Porcia West
Dissertation Title: The Relationship Between Teacher Quality Variables and Secondary Teachers’ 
Efficacy for Teaching Urban Minority Students  
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Mack T . Hines

D octor of P hilosophy
Jennifer nicole Bornsheuer
Dissertation Title: Conservative Christian Parents’ Perceptions of Child Parent Relationship 
Therapy 
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Richard E . Watts

monica Poloyni
Dissertation Title: Spiritual Well-being and Perceived Stress Among Evangelical Christian 
Women 
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Richard E . Watts
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Laurie Navarrette, MLS

Marla Gaye Neely, MA

Amy Elizabeth Paine, MED

Elena Palomin, MLS

Crystal L . Parker, MED

Ana Maria Perez, MLS

Johna Lanette Pettit, MA

Christopher James Pieper, MA

Jaime Marie Poliak, MED

Lisa Jeanine Polk, MED

Brittney Renee Portnoy, MA

Cassidy Reed Posey, MA

Dory K . Purser, MED

Amanda Lynn Ray, MLS

Heather Leigh Reynolds, MA

Angela Michelle Rhodes, MED

Karly Kaitlyn Rhodes, MED

College of Education

Matthew Lloyd Rickett, MED

Deborah Gail Riggs, MLS

Nora Lee Rios, MLS

Kathy Thornton Risien, MED

Jacqueline Rivera, MA

Brandy Nicole Robbins, MED

Erin Kendall Robelia, MED

Brittany D . Root, MLS

Sara Frois Rush, MED

Joy Gwendolyn Ryan, MA

Abigail Marie Schieni, MED

Julie Anne Scully, MLS

Danielle Lee Seaman, MED

Rebecca Rose Siler, MLS

John William Smiley, MA

Ashley Lorraine Smith, MED

Heather Marie Smith, MED

Justin Alan Smith, MED

Paige Warner Smith, MED

Mary Alyson Sparkman, MLS

Melissa Renee’ Stanley, MLS

Jerry Wayne Starkey ll, MA

Jill Renae Steenbergen, MED

Esther Stitzer Stolley, MLS

Jerrod Clark Strickland, MED

Sarah Elizabeth Swanberg, MED

Stephanie Tavarez Tercero, MLS

Keisha Kenyatta Thomas, MED

Tamora Nan Thomas, MED

Rebecca Lee Tolbert, MLS

Laurie McCullough Tuttle, MLS

Allison Raenna Utley, MA

Shavonya Rasberry Vaughan, MED

Edith Vera, MLS

Gina Victoria, MED

Rocio Villarreal, MLS

Heather Noel Walker, MED

Erin Andrews Logan, MLS

Sara Christina Lopez, MLS

Tiffany Renee Lovell, MED

Cheryl Taylor Lyons, MED

Donzella Manuel, MED

Akilah S . Martin, MA

Joshua D . Martinez, MED

Delma Matta, MLS

Lauren Lacy McLean, MA

Shelli Marisa McNutt, MED

Tiffany Nicol McQuaig-Wallace, MED

Tami Lachelle McQueen, MA

Susana Rodriguez Molina, MA

Ruby Ramirez Montalvo, MLS

Jennifer Lynn Mooring, MED

Diana Garza Morales, MED

Maria J . Nava, MED

1956
Rodeo team wins Sam’s first sports national championship .

The Lowman Student Center in 1964.



 21

College of Education

Aron Walker lll, MA

Christopher R . Walton, MA

Scott Cameron Webster, MED

Elizabeth McSwain Wilborn, MLS

Alona Gail Wilson, MLS

Shirley Evonne Wimett, MLS

Klyssa Jayci Woodley, MED

Sharon Kay Wotipka, MED

Abby Mott Wyllie, MED

Emily Lynn Zuccaro, MED

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Jessica Renae Altman, BS

Naci Atchley, BS

Audrey Allison Bernhoft, BS

Natasha S . Brazil, BS

Michael Scott Brooks, BS

Wayne Brown, BS

Erin Elizabeth Burford, BS

Arkenya Nicole Burton, BS

Michael Lawrence Buse, BS

Bryan Dennis Carrero, BS

Valerie Cross-Maduzia, BS

Chance Douglas Cyprien, BS

Jerrad Roosevelt Darty, BS

Lindsey Elizabeth Dauer, BS

Matthew Christopher Davis, BS

Keely Michele Doherty, BS

Kristen Elizabeth Drosche, BS

Michelle Denice Fields, BS

Ray Lee Fitzgerald Jr ., BS

Dannelle Crystal Garcia, BS

Justin Edward Garrison, BS

Gregory Heath Goodloe, BS

Xavier Green, BS

Andrea Lynn Handcox, BS

Zachary Benjamin Hanson, BS

Shelby Cecelia Hardy, BS

Brandi Janai Harrison, BS

Brian Alexander Hawkins, BS

Michael Clay Hood, BS

Angela Kim Hook, BS

Tobe D . Johnson, BS

Maxwell R . Jordan, BS

Melinda Sue Kubesch, BS

Megan Marie Lanik, BS

Deanna Marie Long, BS

Ryan Andrew Maliska, BS

Desmond Ne-Shon Mays, BS

Morgan Alexandra McIver, BS

Devon Nachelle Mitchell, BS

Pashe Dominique Moore, BS

Jessie Lee Newman lll, BS

Elizabeth Ann Neyland, BS

Daniel Wilson Nottebart, BS

Danielle Maria Ordoñez, BS

Ivory N . Organ, BS

Zachary Smith Paty, BS

Brennan Wayne Pierce, BS

Christopher Brian Porter, BS

Jake Edward Price, BS

Malanie Janee’ Prince, BS

Cirilo L . Reyes, BS

Octavia DeShae Richard, BS

Ryan Aaron Rosenfelder, BS

Timothy Pierre Russell, BS

Chase Morgan Schulze, BS

Sarrah B . Shafer, BS

Thomas C . Sheffield, BS

Micah Lynn Smith, BS

Andrea Paola Soto-Innes, BS

Justin James Staats, BS

Sharnicquia Ja-Shay Stewart, BS

Jordon Tyler Sweatt, BS

Flora E . Torres Vaquedano, BS

Tiffany Lasha Turner, BS

Valerie Aneliese Veazey, BS

Hillary Lauren Villman, BS

Amanda Kate Watson, BS

William Grant Weaver, BS

Ashleigh Nicole Whatley, BS

Brianna Monique Wheelock, BS

Alanna Nicole Whitis, BS

Shelly M . Williams, BS

Devin Alana Wombles, BS

1963
Lowman Student Center is completed .

A member of the 1959 Rodeo Team.
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1964

Football team wins NAIA Championship
1965
Name changed to Sam Houston State College .

College of
fine arts and mass 
CommUniCation
Dr. Mary E. Robbins, Acting Dean

  On behalf of the faculty, staff and administration of the College of Fine Arts and 
Mass Communication, the newest college at Sam Houston State University, we offer 
our hearty congratulations on your accomplishment . We are immensely proud of your 
success .
  For you, our graduates, this ceremony marks the end of four years of effort, 
of learning, of growing and of becoming . It marks a transition from living life as a 
formative artist to growing into a professional life of what Leland Ryken calls the 
liberated imagination . As graduates you have been trained and guided to possess 
what can be thought of as the poetic imagination . You possess the ability to bring 
into being the “as if ” world created by musicians, painters, sculptors, filmmakers, 
choreographers, and composers, and to be in some manner a participant in the artists’ 
world reaching as far back as the cave and ahead to the stars .
  Yet with every end comes a beginning . Today you stand at the cross point of 
many social and cultural forces as you enter your professional lives . Without any 
claim to the heroism of a Resistance fighter in the Second World War, I nevertheless 
quote the French poet Rene Char’s view that Resistance fighters like himself “lost 
their treasure” when they returned to the “sad opaqueness of a private life centered 
about nothing but itself .” Char did not feel loss because he yearned for war or violence 
but because he recalled a time when people took initiatives, became challengers, and 
embarked on new beginnings . This, graduates, is our charge to you . 
  No less a philosopher than Sandra Bullock reminds us that “beginnings are 
usually scary and endings are usually sad, but it’s the middle that counts . You have 
to remember this when you find yourself at the beginning .” We wish you all the 
best as you find yourself at this scary 
beginning . Remember that you always have 
a home at Sam Houston State University 
and the College of Fine Arts and Mass 
Communication .

Dr . Mary E . Robbins, Acting Dean

Senator Lyndon B. Johnson (right) addressed the student body in 1953.
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1970
John Indakwa becomes Sam’s first black instructor .

Daniel Greenberg, MM

William Karl Harris, MM

Adam William Hendry, MM

Anthony David Hernandez, MM

Melanie Anne Hilden, MM

Yoko Crystal Kan, MM

Timothy James Koster, MM

Jennifer Marie Kremel, MM

William Cary Howard Legg, MM

Sean Michael Longstreet, MM

Oliver Harold MacFadden, MM

Aaron Edward Marshall, MM

Lena Cecelia Meyer, MM

Kayla Marie Mroczek, MM

Ilse Noel Niemeyer, MM

Cynthia Teresa Plank, MM

David M . Potter, MM

Meghan Elizabeth Powell, MM

Justin William Presley, MM

Kevin Robert Reynolds, MM

Courtney Ashlynn Schoenemann, BA

Kendra Rose Schwartz, MM

Charles Graham Seaman, MM

Daniel Louis Snizek, MM

Scott Anthony Sparrowhawk, MM

Joshua David Thye, MM

Ryan Richard Watt, MM

Bryan Lee Willer, MM

David Lee Wold-Fowler, MM

Jeremy Robert Wuertz, MM

William Wynn, MM

Michael James York, MM

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Crystalyn Elouise Allen, BA

Ashley Nicole Balikes, BFA

Stephen Edward Buescher, BM

Jaime Ann Charpentier, BA

Andrew L . Cooke, BFA

April Marie Divin, BA

Felicia Lenette Kay Ernest, BA

Raven Yvonne Garcia, BFA

Jessica Gomez, BA

College of Fine Arts and Mass Communication

Sam Houston takes pride in welcoming all 
non-traditional students.

In 1963, SHSU’s men’s baseball team won the NAIA World Series Championship.

Master Degree Candidates
Brian Lee Balch, MM

Nathan O . Beutler, MM

Bradley Daryl Beyer, MM

Dennis Ryan Bortz, MM

Shane O . Bradford, MM

Kevin Leroy Brightup, MM

Daniel C . Brown, MM

Elaina Michael Brown, MM

Jason Juro Chin, MM

Steven Christopher Cline, MM

Jennifer Ann Cloughly, MM

Andrew Philip Davey, MM

Jon Richard Delany, MM

Douglas A . DeLong, MM

Andrew Paul Dunker, MM

Anthony Patrick Ebert, MM

David Joshua Epstein, MM

Elyse Anne Evans Kircher, MM

Daniel Brooks Fijalkowski, MM

Christopher Carmen Fogderud, MM

Ashley Sisco Gable, MM

Jason Joaquin Garcia, MM

Douglas Richard Goodwin, MM

1969
Name changed to Sam Houston State University .
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1976

Sam Houston Literary Review is launched .

College of Fine Arts and Mass Communication

Members of Sam’s 1964 NAIA Championship football team in action.

TV news celebrity Dan Rather graduated 
from Sam in 1953.

Alexa Marie Haas, BA

Cody Ryan Heflin, BA

Samantha Rose Hernandez, BA

Mark Augusta Jackson ll, BFA

Rachael A . Jones, BA

Tina Vivar Jones, BFA

Emily Angela Lawler, BA

Shanay Patrice Lemon, BA

Garrett Thomas Line, BFA

Delia Azure McLuckie, BFA

Alex Joseph Middleton, BA

Chanel Veronica Montgomery, BFA

Kaylie E . Peska, BA

Robbie Jo Pitcock, BA

Lauren Janet Preston, BA

Zakiya Rochae Reed, BFA

Kiana Rios, BA

Raymond Jerrod Robillard, BFA

Rachelle Michelle Sadler, BA

Dorothy Kathryn Sears, BM

Ryan Alexander Segovia, BFA

DeAndre D . Shaw, BA

Hannah L . Shields, BA

Maren Marie Soendergaard, BA

Kelsey Stowe Spieth, BA

Sara Ann Thompson, BA

Zane P . Thrift, BFA

Vilija Kristina Tuminas, BFA

Hilarie Celeste Turley, BA

Amaya Marie Valdez, BA

Logan Reece Van Cleve, BA

Melissa Diane Vargas, BFA

Ricaé Lynne Walker, BA

Patricia Nicole Wiloth, BM

Sandra Zavala, BFA
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1981

Ladykat Softball Team becomes National Champions, and the Men’s Golf Team wins the NAIA Championship .

College of
hUmanities and
soCial sCienCes
Dr. John M. de Castro, Dean

A SHSU tradition, graduates hold hands in 
celebration at the end of the commencement 
ceremony. 

  On behalf of the faculty, staff, and administration of the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, I congratulate you on your achievement .
  This is a day that we know you’ve worked hard for and at times thought would 
never come . But, you’ve persevered . Success in life is to some extent determined by 
inborn ability . Yet, even more important for success is the ability to set goals and not 
let momentary setbacks or bumps in the road deter you from achieving your goal . 
Resilience to withstand the frustrations produced by human imperfections, not letting 
the outside difficulties derail your march toward success, and shaking off setbacks are 
the cornerstones of a successful life . 
  Another key to a happy and successful life is to rigorously maintain your personal 
integrity . Being a consistently honest, moral, and principled person leads to success 
in every aspect of life . When your word is your bond and what you say is the same 
as what you believe and what you do, others know that they can trust you . Trust 
is the foundation of success in all interactions with others, in business, friendship, 
and relationships . Integrity leads not only to external success but also, and more 
importantly to inner happiness and pride . Remember the word inside your class ring 
that inspired Sam Houston himself, “honor .”
  We know that your families and friends are very proud of you and likely have 
played a significant role in supporting you in concrete or emotional ways . Because 
we understand that nothing is ever achieved alone, we congratulate your family and 
friends as they share in your success . We also want you to know how proud and 
happy the faculty, staff, and administration of CHSS are in being part of your success . 
Educating students for success in their careers as well as their intellectual and personal 
lives is our mission and the source of tremendous satisfaction for all of us . 
  It has been said that the mission of a university is the creation of the future . You 
are the instruments through which we fulfill that promise . By being successful you 
make us successful . It’s difficult to predict your exact future accomplishments . Your 
careers will take many surprising and unpredictable twists and turns and your actual 
accomplishments will likely be very different from those that we currently envision . 
But, I guarantee that this class of 2012 will accomplish great things, that you will 
become the leaders of the future, and that you will inspire and support the next 
generation to create their future .

Dr . John M . de Castro, Dean

D octor of P hilosophy
erika June Canales
Dissertation Title: Forensic Assessment of Hispanics: A Survey of Practice in Criminal Forensic 
Evaluations  
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Jorge G . Varela

Katherine Castillo maddox
Dissertation Title: Family Transitions: A Pilot Study Evaluation of a Six-Week Support Group 
for Families Going Through Divorce  
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Craig Henderson

Katrina a. rufino 
Dissertation Title: An Independent Examination of PCL-R Scores for Sex Offenders Evaluated 
by Opposing Mental Health Experts 
Dissertation Committee Chair: Dr . Marcus Boccaccini
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1982
Old Main Building is destroyed by fire .

1986
Bowers Football Stadium is completed .

Cynthia Ann Caubarreaux, BS

Katy Allison Clark, BA

Savanna Gentri Conner, BA

Tamantha M . Conner, BA

Susan Elizabeth Coppin, BS

SaMone Monet’ Patrice Coward, BS

Sadie Chantel Cowins, BS

Megan Evelyn Cromeens, BA

Vickey Joanna Cruz, BA

Veronica Ann Cuervo, BS

Nicole Marie Davis, BA

Adrian June Denman, BS

Ethan Ward Doig, BS

Kirsten Marie Dorsey, BA

Kelly Lynn Embry, BS

Yvette Sonya Escobar, BS

Christina Esmeralda Escobedo, BA

Andra Lynn Faulkner, BA

Christina Renee Ferguson, BS

Alexander Julian Garcia, BS

Elizabeth Garcia-Jacobo, BS

Tomi Jolene Garrison, BS

Heather N . Gary, BA

Jonathan Louis Gaskamp, BA

Kacee Rae Gatlin, BS

Thristle Larfred Gibson, BS

Ollen Lee Halsey, BA

Mary Katharine Claire Hamman, BA

Jamie Nicole Hammonds, BS

Abi Louann Hansen, BS

Javier Hidalgo, BA

Logan Benjamin Hill, BA

Erica Shea Holcomb, BA

Vanessa Dawn Honeycutt, BS

Morgan Taylor Hopkins, BS

Breanna Lindsey Hunt, BS

Cherál NaCole Israel, BS

Rachel Kaye Johnson, BA

Mariza Jones, BS

James Anthony Jones Jr ., BA

Joshua D . Keough, BA

Kelsey Marie King, BA

Evan Gabriel Kirkendall, BA

Elizabeth Nicole Konvicka, BS

Kayla Lee Krenek, BA

Kirstyn Layne Kuzniar, BS

Steven Antoine Lampton, BS

Callie Landers, BS

Kwaniqua Roseanne Lewis, BS

Adriana Lieber-Alessie, BA

Dario Alberto Lozano Jr ., BA

Tara Lynn Mangham, BS

Marcus Jerome Mason, BA

Lindsey Marie Mathis, BA

Robert Elvern May Jr ., BA

Paige Jennifer McCabe, BS

Ambra Lashei McCuin, BS

Yashima-Beth Verna McDermott, BS

Samantha Anne Morgan, BA

Kristen Alicia Murray, BS

Heather Michelle Newsom, BS

Dustin Joe Thomas Nieto, BS

Justine Renee Nixon, BA

Erynn Elizabeth Novak, BA

Logan Leslie Nuñez, BS

Fatima Lucia Ochoa, BA

Sandra Estefania Ochoa, BA

Michael Oluwatosin Oyeteju, BS

Tyler Wilson Parker, BA

Ashley Augusta Pauley, BA

Karina Michelle Pena, BA

Shaun Christopher Perry, BS

Patrick Dean Philpot, BA

Tiffany Ann Redd, BS

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Master Degree Candidates
Elizabeth Lynn Adams, MA

Alexis Anderson, MA

Sabrina Doyle Baker, MPA

Matthew S . Baldys, MPA

Don R . Bates Jr ., MA

Brian S . Bitting, MA

Billy Ray Brocato, MA

Crystal Gail Brown, MA

Larry D . Choate, MA

Michelle Nicole Farrell, MA

Patricia Janell Hale, MA

Anna Raye Jennings, MA

Kade J . Long, MPA

Hayley Dee Pennington, MA

Craig Bradley Sanders, MA

Cassie Shimek, MA

Susanna Jane Shupp, MA

Janine Louise Simser, MPA

Caroline H . Stroud, MA

Stephen Edwin Taylor, MA

Matthew S . Tomich, MA

Roy W . Weesner ll, MA

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Kara Elizabeth Anniboli, BS

Vanessa Bahena, BA

Emily Morgan Bailey, BS

Christian Ivan Bionat, BS

Toby Nathan Bish, BA

Thomas Ethan Bogart, BA

Kristin Nicole Brake, BS

Nathan D . Brown, BA

Courtney Alyse Bryson, BA

Rebecca Laura Ashley Burtt, BA

Yahtese Staryae Butcher, BS

Lauren Marie Casey, BA
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1994

67-foot statue of General Sam Houston is placed on I-45 .
1998

Students form the first International Hispanic Association .

Amanda Nicole Wilganowski, BS

Samuel Adam Williams, BS

Annie Laurie Worsham, BA

Richelle Marie Zuniga, BS

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Mark Hugh Reeves, BS

Natalie Nicole Reid, BS

Lisa Marie Render, BA

Kiana Rios, BA

Jessica Nicole Rivers, BA

Kelley A . Robbins, BA

Chartina Sade Roberson, BS

Brandon Eugene Roberts, BS

Melynda Dawn Roberts, BS

Elisa Rodriguez, BS

Mark James Rodriguez, BA

Jenna E . Rothamel, BS

Regan Elizabeth Rowley, BA

Alisha DeAnn Rush, BS

Angelica Renee Sandoval, BS

Wilson Landry Sartain, BS

Eric Jamison Schaper, BS

Angela Elizabeth Schmidt, BS

Kori Ann Shurtleff, BS

Viviana Silva-Sanchez, BS

Ashley Simon, BS

Lauren Kate Smith, BS

Jordan L . Snavely, BA

Lia Brooke Snider, BS

Rebecca Ann Staton, BS

Kendall Faith Stelwagen, BS

Melisa Amber Stewart, BA

Brittney Leigh Storemski, BA

Sharon Ann Szymanski, BS

Rachel Elizabeth Tarvin, BS

Natalie Marie Taylor, BA

Whitley Anne Tullar, BA

Michelle N . Van Rieg, BS

Jonathon Taylor Volz, BA

Lindsey Nicole Wainscott, BS

Bryce Michael Waterson, BA

Stacy Lynn Watts-Ballard, BA The iconic Old Main building (1980’s) before it was destroyed by a fire in 1982.
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2004
First Ring Ceremony and 125th year of operation .

2003
SHSU makes its first appearance in the NCAA Basketball Tournament .

College of
sCienCes
Dr. John B. Pascarella, Dean
  On behalf of the College of Sciences, I extend congratulations to you on your 
significant accomplishment of completing the requirements for graduation . This is a 
milestone in your life and an achievement in which you can always take pride .
The College of Sciences incorporates the philosophy of a liberal arts education with 
the training for a position in the scientific community . Thus, your education provides 
you with the skills of critical thinking and the understanding of diverse cultures 
along with the knowledge of your scientific field . You are well equipped to leave Sam 
Houston State University and become a valuable professional in our society . As you 
further your career as a scientist, mathematician, or teacher, you will take with you the 
knowledge, experience and history of this University . I am sure that you will use this 
association well and continue to enhance the reputation of our institution .
  It is with great pride that the College of Sciences and Sam Houston State 
University confer upon you a degree . You have earned this recognition because of 
your hard work during your academic program . With this degree you can now enter 
the next stage of your life . In this endeavor I wish you success and happiness . You are 
now a professional representative of the College of Sciences and I am sure that our 
reputation is in good hands .

Dr . John B . Pascarella, Dean

Governor Rick Perry signing the proclamation for the 125th anniversary of SHSU.

Master Degree Candidates
Madhuri Ancha, MS

Charlotte E . Atkinson, MS

Samantha Dane Brooks, MS

Garrett Hall Calpouzos, MS

Samantha Beck Casper, MS

Katy Jo Estill, MS

Xiaodong Li, MS

Cory Mitchel Long, MS

Jamie Lee McCann, MS

Trisha Marie O’Bryon, MS

Asish Parbatani, MS

Lauren Frances Pickle, MS

Harika Ravi, MS

Cheramie Paige Trahan, MS

Ahmed Virani, MS
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2005
Raven’s Nest Golf Course is purchased .

2004
First Ring Ceremony and 125th year of operation .

Bachelor Degree Candidates
Patricia Elaine Archie, BAAS

Zachary Noel Arthur, BS

Patrick Sean Babcock, BS

Krystin R . Bodden, BS

James Addison Byrum, BS

Lindsey Amber Chapman, BS

Ashley Marie Chunn, BS

Sara P . Collazos, BS

Julie Rene Cooper, BS

Steven Paul Daugherty, BS

Valarie Davis Jackson, BAAS

Michael A . Downhour, BAAS

Dahlia Jerusha Edmeade, BAAS

Jared Michael Erikson, BS

William James Fay lll, BS

Lydia Taylor Feuhs, BS

Jessica Danielle Garrison, BS

Robert Thomas Gilmore, BS

Gabriel Guerra, BS

Tifany Hallum, BAAS

Nicholas Tyler Harmon, BS

Maranda T . Harris, BAAS

Casey Hartnett, BS

Jon Garrett Henk, BS

Britaini Lynn Hickox, BS

Stevenson Lane Hoy, BS

Shonette Jackson, BAAS

Reyse W . Jatzlau, BS

Jodie Alise Jeffrey, BS

Katherine Elizabeth Jeffries, BS

Carissa Marie Jones, BS

Craig Oneal Jones, BS

Jacob Page Jones, BS

Laxmi Prasad Kandel, BS

Steven Duane Kilgo, BS

Keith A . King, BS

Seth Foster Koetting, BS

Michael Warren Brock Kowalczyk, BS

Joshua Stephen Kwong, BS

Marlena Lazo, BS

Brooke D . Lee, BS

Matthew Lopez, BS

Heather Marie Machado, BS

David Thomas Madden, BS

Michael James Manna, BS

Allison Renee’ Marek, BS

Brian Thomas Martin, BS

Justin Leh Maxwell, BS

Jacob Michael McGee, BS

Katherine Amanda McMurdy, BS

College of Sciences

Cherstin Jiron Mendez, BS

Russell Steven Minton, BS

Eric Mireles, BS

Paul Arthur Morales, BS

Warner E . Morales, BS

Travis Allen Morgan, BS

Katlyn Danielle Neubauer, BS

Michael Brent Neutzler, BS

Amber Layne Norton, BS

Nkenna Karen Odom, BS

Giscelle Rodriguez Paz, BS

Jordan M . Pinkston, BS

Crystal Dawn Pope, BS

Michael Scott Francis Richmond, BS

The 67-foot tall statue of General Sam Houston was completed in 1994 by artist, David 
Adickes, Huntsville native and Sam Houston State University graduate.



30 
2010

Dr . Dana Gibson becomes the first female president of SHSU .

Alyssa Diane Sanchez, BS

Emily Adele Santolo, BS

Frankie Jane Schuring, BAAS

Allen James Schwind, BS

Blayne Randolph Scott, BS

Ryan Nathaniel Sebesta, BS

Christopher Alan Smith, BS

Joshua Ryan Smith, BS

Kacie Ruth Sommer, BS

Jessica May Spencer, BS

Kyle Adams Strange, BS

Travis Allen Tillman, BS

Kyla Michelle Titus, BS

Ryan Alex Waskoviak, BS

Rance Cody Whitaker, BS

Amber Jean White, BS

Andrea Louise Wiley, BS

Kristin Michelle Windle, BS

Carlos Anthony Yensi Jr ., BAAS

College of Sciences

The 2009-10 Bearkat Basketball Team at the Southland Conference Championship.
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2011
SHSU rodeo team wins three national titles at the CNFR and Bearkats football team makes its first FCS Championship appearance .

Special Thanks
ConvoCations

Committee
G . Keith Jenkins, Chair
Mark Tuttle, Vice Chair

M . Douglas Berg, Vice Chair

Special Thanks

College of BUsiness
administration

Jonathan Brazeale
Kathy Hill

Kurt Jesswein
W . Hadley Leavell

Juiliana Lilly
Balasundram Maniam

Steve Nenninger
Joey Robertson
Jeffery Strawser
Robert Stretcher

College of Criminal 
JUstiCe

Joan Bytheway
David Gangitano

Jurg Gerber
Howard Henderson

Holly Miller

College of edUCation
William V . Hyman

Rosanne S . Keathley
Joyce McCauley
Melinda Miller
Gary L . Oden
Matt Wagner
Joan Williams

COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS AND 
MASS COMMUNICATION

Kathy Daniel
Karen Miller
Tom Seifert

College of hUmanities and 
soCial sCienCes

Laura P . Burleson
Lee F . Courtney

Bernadette Pruett

College of sCienCes
Doug Kingman

Joe Muller
Dwayne Pavelock

Rick White

other memBers
Angela Buckner

Maria Busby
Edward L . Chatal
Richard F . Eglsaer

Douglas J . Greening
Kevin Morris
Scott Plugge 
Teresa Ringo
Mark Shiflet
Lucia Sigmar
Laura Sullivan
Eugene Young
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Office of Alumni Relations
The Alumni Association exists to serve and 
sustain the Sam Houston State University 
alumni network . Serving the best interests 
of our members is a top priority, and it is 
our hope that you find your membership 
worthy of continuing for years to come . 
Whether you become a life member or 
choose to renew your membership each 
year, you are important to the Alumni 
Association and the university . A strong 
university is the result of a strong alumni 
association . We need your continued 
support each year to ensure SHSU remains 
an outstanding public university . 
Your ability to connect with your alumni 
network is your most valuable SHSU 
asset — right up there with your SHSU 

S

a m  H o u s t o n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

R i n g  T r a d i t i o n

degree . Ultimately, a strong alumni network 
enhances the value of a SHSU degree . More 
than 8,000 alumni have already discovered 
that the best way to stay connected and 
show their Bearkat pride is to join the 
alumni association . 
In addition to such tangible benefits as the 
Kat Konnection Newsletter, lapel pin and 
the automobile decal, one of the primary 
benefits of membership is knowing that 
you are making a difference in the lives 
of students, faculty and staff here at Sam 
Houston State University . Each year the 
association provides financial support for 
student scholarships .

Advantages of Alumni Association 
membership:
•	Invitation	to	special	events
•	Access	to	Career	Services
•	Alumni	networking
•	Alumni	publications
•	Monthly	Sam	e-newsletter
•	Alumni	Savings	Connection	(check:	

alumni .shsu .edu for discount listings)
•	Regional	Alumni	Clubs	&	Special	Interest	

Groups
	 •	Austin	Club
	 •	Austin/Washington	County	Club
	 •	Bay	Area	Club
	 •	Cowtown	Area	Club
	 •	Greater	Dallas	Area	Club
	 •	Huntsville	Area	Club
	 •	North	Harris/Montgomery	County	Club
	 •	Hispanic	Alumni	&	Friends
	 •	Black	Alumni	&	Friends	

the offiCial ring of sam hoUston state University

To contact the SHSU Alumni Association call 800.283.7478, or visit us online at
www.alumni.shsu.edu. The Alumni Association is your Bearkat connection!

The Official Sam Houston State 
University Ring has been created as 
an everlasting symbol of our esteem 
for the university and our bond with 
each other . A committee that included 
students, alumni, faculty and university 
administration chose the design of the 
Official Ring in 2003 . The committee’s 
goal was to develop a distinctive design 
that would reflect pride in Sam Houston 
State University, be easily identifiable, 
and stand the test of time .

Cast into the inside of the ring is the 
word “Honor .” When Sam Houston 
joined the U .S . Army in 1813, Elizabeth 
Houston (Sam Houston’s mother) 
understood her son’s decision . She 
called Sam to her side and handed him 
a musket saying “never disgrace it: for 
remember I had rather all my sons should 
fill one honorable grave, than one of 
them should turn his back to save his 
life .” She told him to always remember, 
“while the door to my cottage is open 

to brave men, it is eternally shut against 
cowards .” Elizabeth Houston placed a 
small gold band on his finger with a one-
word inscription — honor .
The Official Ring Ceremony is held 
each spring . Please visit us online at 
alumni .shsu .edu for additional details . 
Participants are required to RSVP with 
the Office of Alumni Relations to reserve 
their space at least one week prior to the 
ceremony . 



Auld Lang Syne
I

Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And never bro’t to mind?

Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And days of auld lang syne?

Chorus:
For auld lang syne, my dear,

For auld lang syne;
We’ll tak’ a cup o’ kindness yet,

For auld lang syne.

II
And here’s a hand, my trusty frien’,

And gie’s a hand o’ thine;
We’ll tak’ a cup o’ kindness yet,

For auld lang syne.

Chorus:
For auld lang syne, my dear,

For auld lang syne;
We’ll tak’ a cup o’ kindness yet,

For auld lang syne.

For more than 130 years, sam Houston state University, a great name in texas 
education, has been preparing students for meaningful lives of academic and 
personal achievement.  The university’s motto, “The measure of a Life is its 
service,” echoes across the beautiful campus and beyond.  sHsU is a great 
place to fulfill the goals exemplified by this motto and to dream and succeed.  
Huntsville is a lively community of 40,000 that values education, the arts, 
history, diversity, and culture.  Located in the heart of the majestic Piney Woods 
of east texas, the 316-acre main campus is a brief drive away from the urban 
amenities and attractions of The Woodlands and the greater Houston area.

serving over 17,000 students on one of the most scenic campuses in the 
nation, sHsU offers over 80 bachelor’s degree programs and over 70 graduate 
programs, including master’s degrees, doctoral degrees, and certificate programs.  
Courses and programs are offered on the main campus in Huntsville, at the 
University Center in The Woodlands, at the northwest Center University Park 
in northwest Houston, and at various other locations.  students are provided 
flexible scheduling through face-to-face, online, evening, and weekend classes.

A regionally accredited and selective institution, sHsU is recognized as 
a Doctoral research University by the Carnegie Commission on Higher 
education and is nationally ranked in the top 7% of all institutions of higher 
education.   students at sHsU work closely with world-renowned teachers and 
researchers gaining hands-on experience with industry leaders and accomplished 
professionals.  sam Houston state University is a community of superior 
scholars, teachers, authors, artists, performers, scientists, mentors, and advisors 
who value student success, collegiality, achievement, and service to others.

Come experience a close-knit community focused on a challenging yet 
supportive educational environment for each and every student.  Come see 
sam Houston.  

office of Undergraduate  Admissions 
admissions@shsu.edu 
(936) 294-1828 
1.866.BeArKAt 
www.shsu.edu/admissions

SpeciFic AreAS oF 
Achievement And 

recognition
• Classified as a “Doctoral 

research University” by the 
Carnegie Commission on 
Higher education, placing 
sHsU in top 7% of all U.s. 
colleges & universities.

• Recognized by Princeton 
review as one of the “Best in 
the West” universities.

• Criminal Justice College 
ranked in U.s. top 5, Journal 
of Criminal Justice

• Master’s program in History, 
14th largest after Yale.

• Undergraduate Math program 
ranked in U.s. top 8, 
mathematical Association of 
America 

• Top 4 ranked Theatre program, 
Kennedy Center Competition

• Nation’s only accredited 
bachelor’s degree program 
in the U.s. for Banking and 
Financial institutions

• Nationally recognized educator 
preparation programs with 
distinction earned for impact 
on K-12 student learning and 
retention in the field.

• Nationally recognized 
programs in Business, Fine 
Arts, education, mathematics 
and Criminal Justice.

  See  Sam Hous t on. . . 
               Insp i r e ,  Empower ,  Enri ch

office of Graduate studies
graduate@shsu.edu
(936) 294-1971
www.shsu.edu/graduate




